Diazepam and flunitrazepam as induction agents for cardiac surgical operations.
Diazepam and flunitrazepam were compared in equipotent doses as induction agents for premedicated patients having cardiac surgery. Both drugs caused a significant fall in arterial blood pressure, a rise in Paco2 and a fall in Pao2. There was no significant difference between the two drugs in onset time of anaesthesia, cardiovascular or respiratory depression, or quality of induction. There was also no significant difference from induction with thiopentone in these respects. Diazepam, over a 0.2 to 0.6 mg/kg range of doses showed no difference in toxicity, although induction was clinically smoother with the higher dose.